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UPDATES
HONORING OUR GRADUATES: Are you or one of your kids
graduating from high school, college, grad school, etc. this
year? We'd love to honor them!

Fill out the form at this link or scan the code so we can get
their information: https://forms.gle/5kcJBgGJUdYEJdjd8

H2H ORIENTATION: If you have a student who will be starting 6th grade in
the fall, then keep reading! We are holding an informational meeting on
Wednesday, May 19 at 7:00 to get your student signed up to start their
confirmation journey. This meeting is for the student and parents. Please
email Stephanie Sherman at ssherman@stmatthewgr.com and let her know
you plan to attend.

SENIOR PASTOR CALL PROCESS:

On April 18 at our Senior Pastor Call Meeting, the people of St Matthew voted to
extend a Call to Rev. Todd Liefer of Austin, Texas to be our next Senior Pastor. We
anticipate that Pastor Liefer will respond to our Call
before the end of May.

For those who couldn't be a part of the meeting,
here's what Pastor Liefer's District President had to
say about him:

“Pastor Liefer is an excellent pastor who
demonstrates initiative and creativity in ministry.
He is passionate about building relationships,
preaching and teaching, planning engaging
worship, leading teams toward a clear vision,
and communicating effectively using
technology and other resources. He and his
family are winsome people who engage with
others well. He has launched an effective
outreach worship service to younger families at
Bethany in Austin.”

While we await Pastor Liefer's response, please
keep him, his wife Kelly, his three young kids and his congregation in prayer as he
seeks God's guidance in discerning where God would have Him to serve, as well as
keeping St Matthew and Pastor Rob in prayer as we prepare for our next chapter of
ministry.
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I AM: JESUS IN HIS OWNWORDS
A series of sermons based on the “I Am”
sayings of Jesus. Understanding more
fully what Jesus says about Himself leads
to following Him more fully wherever we
are.

SERMONNOTES
I Am The Door
John 10:1-10

What does it mean that Jesus is “the Door?”

John 10:1-6 ESV: "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief
and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." This
figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

The Context: In the middle of teaching about sheep and shepherds.

True shepherds come by way of the watchman to care for you.

John 10:7-10 ESV: So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to
you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life and have it abundantly.

Ancient sheep pens - the shepherd is the door.



“I Am The Door” means…

1. We are saved by Jesus. “If anyone enters by me, he will be
saved…”

a. He forgives sin. I John 1:7 ESV But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

b. He gives eternal life. John 3:15 ESV that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

c. He takes us to be with Him. John 14:1-3 ESV Let not your hearts
be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also.

d. He makes us children of God. John 1:12 ESV But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God…

Jesus makes a bold and exclusive claim but also an inclusive
invitation.

2. We are safe and protected. “He . . . will go in.”

When it rains, the sheep still get wet - but the shepherd keeps
them safe from the real dangers.

3. We go “out.” “He will . . . go out and find pasture.”

The life that Jesus calls us to is not a dull, lifeless, miserable
existence but a full, joyful life - overflowing with the blessing and
favor of God.



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS - WHEREVER WE ARE

Pastor Rob Appold, Senior Pastor
rappold@stmatthewgr.com

SPIRITUAL FORMATION TEAM

Lori Wieneke, Director of Spiritual Formation
lwieneke@stmatthewgr.com

Aidan Hunt, Student Ministries Leader
ahunt@stmatthewgr.com

Stephanie Sherman, Middle School Ministry Leader
ssherman@stmatthewgr.com

WORSHIP & COMMUNICATIONS

Pastor Matthew Starner, Pastor of Worship & Communications
mstarner@stmatthewgr.com

Adam VanderStelt, Worship Leader
avanderstelt@stmatthewgr.com

OPERATIONS

Rose Mill, Operations Coordinator
rosemill@stmatthewgr.com

Joan Koczenasz, Controller
jkoczenasz@stmatthewgr.com
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