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This week’s announcements can be found online at
StMatthewGR.com/whats-happening or in the Church Center App.

OLD TESTAMENT READING GENESIS 4:1-15
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a
man with the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face
fell. The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do
well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He
said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done?
The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is
greater than I can bear. Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and
from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and
whoever finds me will kill me.” Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any
who found him should attack him.

NEW TESTAMENT READING HEBREWS 11:1-6
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it
the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe
was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are
visible.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his
faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not
see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken
he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 18:9-17
[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus:
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified,
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall
not enter it.”



SERMON NOTES
St Matthew in the Word: Genesis 4

• God has standards: Offering Accepted/ Not Accepted

Hebrews 11:4 ESV: By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable
sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And
through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.”

• God is Proactive vs 6-7
What was the “idol” that Cain wanted that led him to plot and carry
out murder?

“It is contrary to you”

“Do well”

• God does not force Cain to behave

• God values my freedom more than I do

John 15:14–15 ESV: You are my friends if you do what I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.

• God is gracious and merciful to Cain

The blood of Abel speaks

Hebrews 12:24 ESV: Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and
to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel.

• God desires to raise Cain and you

My brothers keeper

Find more resources for spiritual growth and a group discussion
guide at St Matthew in the Word on StMatthewGR.com.


